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July 24, 2003 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
ALAMITOS BARRIER PROJECT 
RECLAIMED WATER AGREEMENT 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 4 
3 VOTES 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY 
OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT: 
 

Approve and instruct the Chair to sign the enclosed agreement with the Orange 
County Water District (OCWD) and the Water Replenishment District of Southern 
California (WRD) describing the terms and conditions for accepting reclaimed 
water into the Alamitos Seawater Barrier Project (ABP) located in the City of 
Long Beach to reduce the dependency upon imported water supplies and to 
increase the overall reliability of water supplies to the region. 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
We are recommending that your Board approve and sign the enclosed agreement with 
the OCWD and the WRD describing the terms and conditions for accepting reclaimed 
water into the ABP. 
 
The ABP consists of a series of injection and observation wells that prevent ocean 
water from migrating into essential underground aquifers used for domestic water 
supply purposes.  Public Works operates and maintains these facilities. 
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The WRD purchases imported water from the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (MWD) for injection into the ABP.  The OCWD also purchases water for 
injection and pays for the operation and maintenance of the ABP for the portion of the 
ABP that extends into Orange County. 
 
With the threat of droughts and increased demands being placed on our local and 
imported water supplies, the use of reclaimed water will reduce the dependency upon 
imported water and increase the overall reliability of water supplies to the region.  WRD 
has constructed facilities to treat the tertiary effluent from the Long Beach Water 
Reclamation Plant for reuse as barrier injection water replacing a portion of imported 
water currently used.  This reclaimed water will be injected into the groundwater aquifer 
through the injection wells at the ABP. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals. 
 
This agreement meets the County’s Strategic Plan Goal of Service Excellence as the 
use of reclaimed water will help reduce the County’s dependency upon imported water 
supplies and increase the overall reliability of water supplies to the region. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There will be no impact to the County’s General Fund. 
 
As part of the agreement, additional costs incurred by Public Works for maintaining 
certain barrier improvements needed for the injection of reclaimed water will be paid by 
WRD. 
 
A small privately owned hydroelectric plant is located at the ABP pressure reduction 
station.  It generates electricity during the pressure reduction process.  The lower 
pressure reclaimed water delivered to the ABP will reduce the amount of high pressure 
MWD water available for the hydroelectric plant to a rate where it is no longer 
economical to operate the plant.  A separate agreement that provides reimbursement of 
the revenue losses to the owner has been executed.  The funds for this reimbursement 
will be provided by WRD. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The enclosed agreement has been approved as to form by County Counsel. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
The WRD prepared an Environmental Impact Report that found no significant impacts 
resulting from the injection of the reclaimed water. 
 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
Not applicable. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES ( OR PROJECTS) 
 
The WRD has conducted the necessary engineering studies and is seeking a Waste 
Discharge Permit from the California Regional Water Quality Control Board for the 
injection of the reclaimed water in the ABP.  The engineering studies reflect the 
reclaimed water should pose no operational problems to the ABP and will not be 
detrimental to the groundwater basin.  A comprehensive monitoring program will be 
implemented to ensure permit compliance for the quality of the reclaimed water and 
evaluate impacts to the ABP and the groundwater basin. 
 
As an additional safeguard for Public Works, the agreement provides for WRD to 
reimburse Public Works for any unforeseen damage or increased maintenance costs 
that may occur at the ABP as a result of reclaimed water injection. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
We are enclosing three originals of the agreement.  It is requested that two originals be 
returned to Public Works.  The other fully executed original should be retained for your 
files. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
JAMES A. NOYES 
Director of Public Works 
 
GH:jac 
P:\WRD\Ops\Users\GH\ABP reclaim.doc 

 
Enc. 
 
cc: Chief Administrative Office, County Counsel 
 




















